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are quarrelsome among themselves, and pairs must be separated 
during the breeding season. “Their flight,” he adds, “is mar- 
Vellous in its speed and grace, and I should say superior even to 
that of the Swift.” 

Dr. Renshaw, who is widely known as a naturalist and the 
author of several excellent books on wild life in Africa and 
elsewhere, is to be congratulated on his enterprise in launching 
this journal, which appeals to all classes of naturalists, both in 
Britain and the Dominions. Each number is finely illustrated by 
half-tone plates from photographs on art paper. The Editor’s 
address is Bridge House, Sale, Manchester, England. 


Mik AUSTRAL AVIAN, RECORD 


The clustral .lvian Record, vol. v., pt. i., is a most interesting 
number. In the “Additions and Corrections” of Australian bird 
names many additions are made to synonymy, and two prior 
names are revealed in the part. Circus juxta Peale, p. 64, is 
hgured on the prior plate, xviti.; this may displace approximans 
described on p. 64. Climacteris superciliosa of North may be 
antedated by affinis of Blyth, 1863. 

Two new genera are also proposed. Dipardalotus for Parda- 
lotus rubricatus and Sugomel for Alysomela nigra. Mr. Mathews 
is steadily approaching the limit of one species, one genus; the 
only point on which Australians disagree with his fine work. 

Perhaps the most interesting section of the present part 1s 
that dealing with “Thomas Watling, Artist.” It includes well- 
executed reproductions of seven of those famous “drawings” 
attributed to Watling. The Check-list Committee is in agree- 
ment with Mathews as to the seven names given. The plates are 
named Afuscicapa cucullata (the Hooded Robin), Gracula viri- 
dis (the Olive-hacked Oriole), Lanius torguatus (the Grey 
Sutcher-Bird), Turdus frivolus, Turdus tenebrosus, Cuculus 
palliolatus, and Tringa aurita; the four last names are not used 
by the Committee. 


Obituary 


The Launceston papers recently announced the death of 
Frank Mervyn Littler, after a short illness; no particulars were 
given. Mr. Littler was one of our oldest members, and contri- 
buted a paper to the first number of The Emu and numerous 
others afterwards. He compiled a very useful ‘Handbook to 
the Birds of Tasmania,” many of the illustrations to which were 
contributed by another Launceston ornithologist, Mr. H. C. 
Thompson. Besides ornithology, Mr. Ff. M. Littler distinguished 
himself in entomology, and was a Fellow of the Entomological 
Society of Great Britain and a member of the Society of Eco- 
nomic Entomologists of America. His premature decease wilt 
be widely regretted. 


